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colonies at the Cape of Good Hope and in the West Indies,
which were actually held by us at the conclusion of hostilities.
Graham's troops, together with most of the King's German
Legion, formed an army of occupation in Belgium under the
Prince of Orange, and the Allies sat down to bicker and wrangle
over their spoils at Vienna. In this congenial task they were
interrupted in March 1815 ky Ac news that Napoleon had
returned from Elba and reassumed his crown, expelling the
Bourbons, who, having during their long exile " learnt nothing
and forgotten nothing ", had quickly rendered themselves odious
to their subjects. The Allies' work was thus to do all over
again, and they quickly set about raising the necessary "forces.
To Wellington was naturally given the command of the British
troops in Belgium, reinforced, with considerable difficulty, to a
strength, inclusive of the King's German Legion, of some 36,000
men; there were also added contingents from the Netherlands,
Brunswick and Nassau, bringing the total up to 93,000 men,
with 192 guns. The quality even of the British regiments,
who were young and inexperienced, was much inferior to that
of the old Peninsular army, while the rest of the troops were
not only raw, but also half-hearted in the cause for which they
were about to fight.
Quartered in the Low Countries there was, in addition to
Wellington's host, a Prussian army which, by June 1815,
comprised 120,000 men, with 312 guns. The commander was
Bliicher, a " hussar General" of mediocre capacity but much
energy, and a loyal colleague ; 50 per cent of his troops were
militia, who had seen little or no service.
Napoleon, who soon realised that he would have shortly to
contend with all Europe in arms, and was by no means inclined
to renew the experience of 1814 by awaiting an overwhelming
attack within his own frontiers, determined to seize the chance
to strike at Wellington and Bliicher before the other Allies were
ready. For this purpose he could dispose of a striking force of
124,000 men, with 370 guns—a scratch army of men trained
indeed and inured to war, but knowing neither their comrades
nor their officers, and therefore lacking in cohesion and disci-
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line. He succeeded in assembling them on the northern
rontier of France between Philippeville and Beaumont, by
June 14, without the Allies becoming aware of it. At this time
Wellington's and Bliicher's armies were spread over an area of
100 miles by 50 between the Scheldt and the Meuse, the
former to the west, the latter to the east, of the Charleroi—
Brussels high road. The Emperor's plan was to strike at the
inner flanks of his adversaries, believing that the impetuous
Bliicher, whose army could be assembled in two days, would

